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Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife (Genesis 39)
Main Point:  The Lord is with those who trust Him, even in the most difficult times.
Key Verse: But the Lord was with Joseph in the prison and showed him His faithful love.  Genesis 39:21a
Materials:  markers, white board or chart paper; time travel encouragement cards

Personal Connection: 

· Say: Have you ever been accused of something you did not do? Did someone else do something wrong and you got in trouble for it? Leader, share about a time when you were wrongly accused, and then have one or two children share their personal stories.

· Say: Let’s talk about some of those feelings you experienced when you got in trouble for what someone else did wrong. Leader, write down in short phrases on the white board the emotions they share with the group. See example below for a way you can set up your board for this activity.

· Say: Now let’s add how we think Joseph might have felt after Potiphar’s wife lied about him. Add a few more phrases to the board.
Hands on Application:
· Say:  Let’s read a very important verse that let’s us know that God was still taking care of Joseph even when it seemed like his whole life had taken a wrong turn. Read Genesis 39:21. The first part of that verse is what I really want us to focus on today. Write “But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love,” below the emotions you have written. 

· Say: How does love make you feel? Let’s add a new list of words and you tell me what feelings you have when you are loved. Leader, add your own thoughts if they need help getting started. Looking at this list about love and our first list we made, do they look the same? What do you think made the difference? Give children time to think and respond. When our focus is on God and we understand His love for us, it gives us a whole new perspective, even on bad situations.
Group Discussion:
· Split your group into two smaller groups. Have the first group read Ephesians 2:14-19, with an emphasis on verses 17-19. Have the second group read II Timothy 1:7-9. 
· Say: As you read these verses, I want you to think about what advice you would give to Joseph if you were to have visited him in jail after he had been wrongly accused. Talk it over with your group and then choose one person as your spokesperson to share.

Conversation with God (Prayer): Pray that your children will feel God’s presence, even in the most difficult times. Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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	Ephesians 2:14-19 (especially take a look at verses 17-19)

Time Traveling Encouragers: Your job is to read these verses out loud. In a few moments, you are going to be entering the prison cell where Joseph is being held prisoner for a crime he did not commit. Even though these verses are written a long time after Joseph was in prison, and you are living an even longer time after Joseph was in Egypt, you have been given an opportunity to travel into the past to give him an important message about God’s love. From these verses, what words of encouragement do you have for Joseph?



	II Timothy 1:7-9

Time Traveling Encouragers: Your job is to read these verses out loud. In a few moments, you are going to be entering the prison cell where Joseph is being held prisoner for a crime he did not commit. Even though these verses are written a long time after Joseph was in prison, and you are living an even longer time after Joseph was in Egypt, you have been given an opportunity to travel into the past to give him an important message about God’s love. From these verses, what words of encouragement do you have for Joseph?
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White Board Set Up
Feelings of Betrayal

Hurt

I thought he was my friend

They are so mean


Fear

Makes you want to hurt them back

Resentment


Anger

Panic

But the LORD was with Joseph and showed him steadfast love.



Feelings of Love

Calm

I feel like I can do anything




Happy

Content
Pleased
Glad
Joyful


Cared for
Care

Thought about
Taken Care of










